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This past year has called on us to be courageous in the face of uncertainty. And we are
grateful for those of you who took courageous steps with us as partners, parents,
students and donors. 

In 2022, we accomplished much together and are excited to share some of the many
activities from this year. 

Stretched our vision - we continue to pilot our virtual mentoring with our technology
partner Mentor Cloud while learning a lot from our students and mentors on how to
improve the virtual experience, what’s working well and where we need to refine
before we fully launch our virtual programming nationally. 

In partnership with Prison Fellowship, we are began strategic outreach to families
impacted by parental incarceration through PF's Opportunity Kids Initiative; and added
new faith-based partners to anchor our virtual mentoring program in two new cities:  in
Atlanta with Revision Church Atlanta  and in Chicago with Goshen SDA Church. 
 We were pleased to have Alfred Street Baptist Church in Alexandria, VA make a
major gift to help support our mentoring in the DMV area. 

Completed Dream CommUnity curriculum, an online support group for teenagers
impacted by a parent in prison. We will launch Dream CommUnity in 2023. We are
grateful to our curriculum designers Dr. Angela Charlton and Dr. Whitney Q. Hollins
for their collaboration and lending their expertise to develop this innovative curriculum. 

Launched a visual podcast  series "If Only You Knew", click here to watch this
unique production designed by young people impacted by parental incarceration for
other young people. We are grateful for the support of the Gates Foundation and
Robert Wood Johnson to this project. 

Transitioned our Washington, D.C., and Philadelphia locations  to an all virtual
deployment rather than school-based afterschool programs. Our staff are building new
partnerships in each city to offer our virtual mentoring as a complement to existing
youth development programs to include: American Housing Fund in D.C. and
Global Leadership Academy in Philadelphia. 
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https://www.youtube.com/@ifonlyyouknew8816/videos


Opened two new Dream Academy Learning Centers in Houston:  Hartsfield
Elementary and Bruce Elementary.  We are no longer at Foster Elementary School -
we thank the school and this Third Ward community for over 10 years of partnership. 

Launched the Scott Street Youth Institute, a new youth-led initiative around violence
reduction, youth-led community solutions, and healing from trauma.  This work is
supported by a grant from the U.S. Department of Justice/OJJDP, Children
Exposed to Violence. Click here to watch Jasmine, Jacob and other young people
talk about healing and share their experiences in this new initiative in Houston.

We expanded our work at Worthing High School in Houston, TX through a grant with
the Hogg Foundation to provide training to the teachers and counselors on Healing
Circles to support students' mental health.

In San Bernardino, we partnered with two medical schools - Loma Linda University
and University of California at Riverside - our DreamKids are thriving with these
medical students as mentors and tutors to our DreamKids. Click here to watch an
inspiring video featuring the med school partnerships, students, parents, and NFL
player Kenny Clark. 

In Salt Lake City, we were happy to celebrate a surprise check presentation by
Washington Federal Bank to support a new financial literacy program for 2023 as
the Center continues to grow with our host partner at Endeavor Hall Charter School. 

In Orlando, this has been a re-building year for Dream. With the addition of a new
local leader, Stephen McDonald and new staff, we have re-planted roots to support
students at Memorial Middle School during the school day and we continue to work
with AdventHealth and Orange County Commission for Children to support
mentoring and leadership development. 

In Baltimore, a new local leader, Moriah Smalls, has been rebuilding in partnership
with Pimlico Elementary and Middle School to focus on literacy and social emotional
wellness under a grant from the Maryland State Department of Education. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w557dexBxNA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nX18jHRIxLk


We held our 21st Annual Power of a Dream Celebration virtually in May where we
announced our QTS Mentor of the year, Laurie Jensen from our Salt Lake City
Center.  Laurie shared her personal story of family incarceration and what
motivated her to become a mentor - click here to watch her acceptance speech.
 We thank QTS for celebrating our volunteers with this award that includes a
$2,500 cash gift from QTS. 

We were also pleased to honor Kenny Clark with the DreamBlazer Award, Larry
Miller with the President's Award and Lois Peters, with the Legacy Award.  Click
here to see video of our honorees at this year's gala! 

The US Dream Academy is grateful to the long standing partnership with Amway.
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We were pleased to add four new members to our board of directors: Brooke Gans,
Carlyle Holder, Andrew Schmidt (June 2022),  Michael Griffin (October 2022) and
Yuesha Chen (June 2022) - click here to learn more about our amazing board of
directors.

Our board chair, Sandra Randolph, started a new initiative to cultivate talent for
board membership.  A board fellows program was added to our board of directors
structure to  mentor emerging leaders to board service while working on a unique
project with a seasoned board member as their preceptor.  Our first two board fellows
are Brielyn Sampson, Advisory Senior Consultant at Deloitte and Jared Anderson,
Chief of Digital Engagement Branch at U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs. 

We also added an Alumni seat to our board of directors to begin to incorporate former
Dream Academy students into our board leadership structure. 

21ST ANNUAL POWER OF A DREAM LIVE CAST: DREAMS ABLAZE
PRESENTED BY              

BOARD OF DIRECTOR GROWTH IN 2022

https://youtu.be/LJPuD14vZs4?t=2767
https://youtu.be/LJPuD14vZs4?t=3808
https://youtu.be/LJPuD14vZs4?t=3808
https://www.usdreamacademy.org/our-board-of-directors
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In case you missed it, here is the link to Wintley's podcast interview with Hoda where he
shares about the power of dreaming, living with uncertainty and overcoming challenges. 

We are pleased to continue to partner with the NFL Inspire Change. If you are a football
fan you may see U.S. Dream Academy during the games this season featuring one of our
mentors Kristen and mentee, Mariah from Salt Lake City. You can click here to watch
the commercial now.

Kenny Clark, NFL player with the Green Bay Packers continues to be our National
Ambassador to shine a light on the need for more volunteer mentors.

 
IN MEMORIAM 

This year we also grieved the loss of several members of our community, including
one of our precious students, Mason Peets, his mother, Jessica Mitchell and his
grandmother, Karen Felder , who were killed in a tragic car accident in Houston
claiming four lives.

We also lost three of our long time, active supporters and donors due to illness: Jody
Dutt, Dutt Enterprises, Vernon Simms, former chief of staff to Congressman
Cummings and Dr. Steven Hodgkin, donor and husband to our board member
Sheila Hodgkin. Senator Orrin Hatch of Utah who passed away in April, was a key
figure  in our origin story and avid supporter of Dream for many years.  Click here to
view the video tribute we created for Senator Hatch for our 21st Annual Power of a
Dream Gala. 

MEDIA MOMENTS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TnJm9ab_Zes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sC2W3RW9TuY
https://youtu.be/LJPuD14vZs4?t=1102
https://youtu.be/LJPuD14vZs4?t=1102
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I want to extend a hearty "Thank You" to each of you - our partners, our donors, our
incredible staff, our committed volunteers and mentors, and our young people for
believing in this dream.  We look forward to celebrating with all of you during our
25th anniversary.  

Stay connected with us through our social media, our website or give us a call! We'd love
to hear from you. 

Diane Wallace Booker

Diane

Chief Strategy Officer &
Founding Executive Director

SERVE ... REFER YOUTH
TO OUR PROGRAMS
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